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Mr. Marlatt followed in the negative, reviewing the course of Walker in
first attempting with 40 men to overthrow the existing government (but
failing), then joining forces with Rivas. He established the latter in power,
only to displace Rivas when he could no longer manage him. Marlatt looked
upon Walker and his associates as “filibusterers” and urged that the United
States should no longer give countenance to “robbers”.

A third Institute member, Mr. Scammon, then rose to the support of the
affirmative . . . (contending) that it is the Anglo-Saxon mission to civilize
the world.

A fourth Institute member, Mr. Taylor, objected on the grounds that one
body of men has no more right, because they covet the superior property of
another nation, to displace the rightful owners thereof than does one man to
abandon his own land claim to take his neighbor’s better one.

And so has disputation continued through the 20th century . . . and likely will carry
into the 21st.

EARLIEST INKLINGS

In its meeting of April 1874, the Manhattan Institute proposed "to establish a
reading room and library in combination with the Ladies’ Temperance Alliance.”
The motion was made and carried . . . and a committee of seven was appointed to
raise funds and find a suitable person to care for the room. Shortly thereafter, a
reading room was established in the large west parlor of the Adams house and opened
to the public, but as Institute minutes subsequently record: “The enterprise was
carried on long enough to find out that a reading room was not a crying need for the
city, but doubtless a library would be.”

In 1877, books were purchased by the Institute for a continuing library, member
S. M. Fox “getting them -- all standard books in good bindings -- at wholesale
rates.” The total cost of these books plus cases to house them and stamps used in
ordering them was “something between $325 and $350” (according to Fox). The
Institute paid Mr. Fox "a sum of $25 a year for the trouble of keeping and loaning the
books.” In time, Fox judged them a "nuisance” and they were removed to rooms of
the Y.M.C.A. and put under care of a librarian there.






SOME LIBRARY-LOVING LADIES

LAUNCH AN M.LA.

As the 19th century came to its end, an interested group of ladies observed
diminishing activity among the men of the Manhattan Institute -- and, being
concerned, organized the Manhattan Library Association in cooperation with the
Parliamentary Club, an older organization in the community.
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The first meeting of the Manhattan Library Association was held September 30,
1900. The women referred to themselves as “an auxiliary to the Manhattan Literary
Institute,” but in truth they were more nearly counterpart, and the livelier “part” at
that. Their constitution declared: "the object of the Association shall be the erection
of a building for library, reading room, and other purposes.” Sixteen women were at
the core of the Association, but they wanted a total of 200 members, enrolling at an
initiation fee of $5 each, to build a treasury of $1,000 with which they hoped to
impress Andrew Carnegie when they sought a donation from him to build a library.
This goal was reached April 15, 1901.

The women of the M.L.A. earned money for their cause by holding box socials and
rummage sales, selling cook books and books of Manhattan scenes, sponsoring
lectures, entertainment, plays and concerts, and staging minstrel shows. The men of
Manhattan’s Commercial Club supported them -- especially via minstrel shows and
occasional donations of money and muscle.












e

=

e e e e

T T ———

® When carpeting for the second floor was requested, the Association
contemplated three samples, ranging in price from $226.95 to $280.20
for the entire floor. The costliest carpeting won the members’ vote.

® At the October meeting, the Library Association received yet another
request from the Library Board: “What should we do toward a new
sidewalk on the east side of the Library lot?” A motion to lay this matter
on the table carried.

® At the meeting of January 26, 1906, President Purcell reported that the
Library’s request for a piano had been forwarded to Mr. Carnegie “and
he has not yet refused.” At which news -- recorded the Secretary --
“there was much applause.” (Even fairy godmothers get fatigued!)

- Extracted from Manhattan Library Association minutes.

SIXTY-FIVE YEARS
IN THE
“ORIGINAL LIBRARY” BUILDING

The Carnegie Free Public Library was becoming so taken for granted, within a few
years after its opening in December, 1904, at the northwest edge of downtown
Manhattan, and was functioning to such public satisfaction that the original Library’s
support groups (the Institute and Association) largely disappeared from ongoing
view. A new “Friends of the Library” group was organized in 1947, but "lack of
objectives and shortage of funds resulted in an early dissolution of the organization”
(says Library Historian Shellenberger).






THE “NEW LIBRARY”
MOVES FROM
CONCEPTION TO COMPLETION

In January, 1964, the Library’s Board of Trustees decided to begin thinking in
terms of a completely new facility, believing that repairs, refurbishment and
renovation were no longer appropriate answers to the growing city’s needs.

® Pursuant to this decision, a consultant was hired and a Library Citizens’
Advisory Council was formed.

® In January, 1965, a 60th anniversary dinner celebration honoring the
Library marked the beginning of an effort to inform the wider Manhattan
public that a new library was needed.

® In 1966, the North Central Kansas Library System was established, with

Manhattan’s library named resource center, serving twelve counties with
thirty-one libraries.













A PERIOD OF
DRAMATIC GROWTH

1965
1966
1968
1969
1976
1980
1985
1987
1989

Since 1965, Margaret Gates has
directed the Library through a period
of dramatic growth.

Organization of a new building program

MPL selected to be headquarters for a regional library system
Collection reaches 55,000 volume mark

New building opens at Juliette and Poyntz

Automated circulation system introduced

Building remodeled to accommodate growth

Service hours extended to Sunday afternoons

New videocassette collection introduced

Establishment of Manhattan Library Association support group
Celebration of 20 years of service in building at Juliette and
Poyntz

Unveiling of automated Public Access Catalog

Collection reaches 185,000 volume mark.

“Manhattan citizens are the most responsive library
users of any city, large or small, that I know.”

Margaret Gates




The 20th anniversary of the Manhattan Public Library building at Juliette
and Poyntz was celebrated on October 8, 1989. The celebration honored
the proud history of library service in Manhattan from its earliest
development in 1856 to the present. This 20th anniversary was marked by
the unveiling of an automated Public Access Catalog, soon to be integrated
with a completely automated circulation system.

The celebration of past achievements leads to contemplation of the
future of library service in Manhattan. The present facility was designed to
serve the needs of the community for twenty years. Changing service
patterns and overcrowding have necessitated preparation for growth.
Barbara K. Wilson and Jack Goldstein recently purchased land adjacent to
the Library to provide a site for expansion. This generous act will be
commemorated in the expanded library by naming a room in honor of J.
Robert Wilson, an outstanding citizen of Manhattan.

The Library Board and the Library staff members are committed to
carrying on the tradition of progressive library service to the Manhattan
community.

Members of the Board of Trustees, 1989
Dr. Richard P. Coleman, President
Mrs. Suzanne Otto, Vice-President

Dr. Jack Lambert
Mrs. Sandy O'Neil
Mr. Ed Horne
Mr. Harold Schneider
Mrs. Nancy Worthington
Mayor Kent Glasscock







